glanche

Lake Lolise, Alberta Canada : January 2012

From theSummit
The season, which started so promisingly way back in October, is really hav-
ing a hard time getting going. As |
big storm, 0 the one that really bl a
a unicorn. Where is the snow? Time for everyone to do their snow dance, or
make a sacrifice to Ullr, or you can do what | do: praise the snow makers,
and hope for cold weather.
It takes roughly 200,000 gallons of water to cover an acre of slope a foot
deep, and the average trail covers about 5 acres.
water . It isnét cheap either; snowmaking costs ru
costs occur when conditions are marginal, i.e. when the humidity is high and the temperature is barely below
freezing. Bean counters dono6t | i ke marginal condi
means no skiers, and no income.
Snowmaking requires both water and compressed air. Many ski areas have large banks of compressors for
Amakingo air. When snowmaking conditions are mar g|i
are using all the air the resort can make. I n goo
run out of water before they run out of air. Ski areas are generally limited on the amount of water they can
draw so they dondét damage the wildlife that depen
So much energy is used by ski resorts, that impro
guns are all the rage, as are fan guns, which look like jet engines with water. The latter are expensive: as
much as $25,000 a pop. When you consider that Mt Snow has installed 250 of them you realize the impor-
tance of snowmaking.
At the bottom of the whole chain are the snowmakers. Working for barely above minimum wage, they are
out in the middle of the night, when the wind is howling, hauling guns and hoses up and down the mountain
to make the snow. A year like this is particularly tough; as rapidly as they set up one area, fire up the guns,
they are setting up for the next. Ités a tough jo
and let them know you appreciate the job they are doing.
Yep, I 611 hope for snow, but thank a snowmaker. A
man made snow of today is far better than that of even 10 years ago. Time to go skiing!
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THE AVALANCHE
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Resorts currently open, as of January 3. The editor has taken conside
privilege in limiting the list to certain major resorts. There are plenty o
resorts open that are not captured here. The only resort worthy of me

that is not currently open is Mad River Glenppentdaruary 6 (and
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Bretton Woods
Cannon

Jay Peak
Killington
Loon

Mount Snow
Okemo
Stowe
Stratton
Sugarbush
Sugarloaf
Sunday River

Waterville Valley

Wildcat

23 of 73 trails

25 of 102 trails
21 of 72 trails

18 of 76 trails
46 of 140 trails
36 of 61 trails
27 of 80 trails
54 of 119 trails
51 of 116 trails
49 of 94 trails
49 of 111 trails
33 of 153 trails
52 of 132 trails
26 of 52 trails
9 of 49 trails

118 of 280 acres

141 of 464 acres
64 of 264 acres

256 of 752 acres
223 of 370 acres
227 of 470 acres
281 of 632 acres
250 of 500 acres
258 of 600 acres
240 of 484 acres

272 of 743 acres
91 of 220 acres

5 of 10 lifts

4 of 9 lifts
6 of 10 lifts

8 of 8 lifts
12 of 22 lifts
9 of 12 lifts
10 of 20 lifts
11 of 19 lifts
10 of 13 lifts
8 of 11 lifts
11 of 16 lifts
9 of 14 lifts
12 of 16 lifts
7 of 12 lifts
2 of 4 lifts

Data extracted from http://www.snocountry.com
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